LETTER. 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


| JOHN LORD SHEFFIELD, 
' ON THE PUBLICATION 0 THE 
MEMOIRS AND LETTERS 


ET 3” - 


EDWARD GIBBON, Eſq. 


Sa 
RT. \ 


*O! while along the ſtream of time thy Name 
Expanded flies, and gathers all its. fame, 
Say, ſhall my little Bark attendant fail, 
Purſue the triumph, and partake the gale? 

POPE, 
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_ © ADVERTISEMENT. 
THE mention of a trivial | 


anecdote may be neceflary to explain 
the meaning of the Motto. When the 
late Dr. Brown publiſhed his famous 
« Eſtimate of the Magners and Principles 
of the Times,” the two Univtrſities muſt 
fall, of courſe, within the ſphere of his 
animadyerfions. In the part which re- 
_ garded hem, as indeed in all the reſt of 
his ſtrictures, whether right, or wrong, 
ſo violent was the predominancy of 
vanity and ſelf-conceit, that it excited a 
general diſguſt, and provoked the author 
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vi. ADVERTISEMENT, 


of the following Letter to addreſs one 


to him. Though not without his ſhare 
_ of vanity, little did he expect that his 


petty ſixpenny performance, would have 


the honour of attending him to 0p 
" Biographia Britannica,” where it i 
mentioned with ſome commendation, 1n 


a note to his life. 


As Mr. G1BBow has beſpoke a place, 
and will certainly ' obtain one, in that 


repoſitory, it 1s far from impoſſible, that 
the humble — Or rather, the ambitious, 


hope of the Motto to this Letter, may 


one day be gratified by E ſimilar 


honour, 


It ought to be obſerved, in juſtice to. 


Dr. Brown, that he was diſtinguiſhed, 


not only for learning and genius, but 


for the worth of charater: and yet, 


even 


ADVERTISEMENT. vil 


even with this happy addition, he is a 
memorable inſtance, (as well as Lord 
Shafteſbury, whole errors he conf uted) | 
to how great a degree both the merit 
and the good effects of literary excel- 
lence may be impaired and fruſtrated, 
by an antemperate fondneſs for literary 
fame, 


ls 


meritis, 


vanity. 


ad 


A. 
ety, read 
oritis, re 


For Gibbonii, rad Gibbon 
mn 31, Note, For penned, read read. 
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—— — — MY . 41 
MY LORD, 


ai6iden ors tf; 1796 


"oF Cannot help expreſſ ng ; 
my ſatisfaction, , that a perſon not more. 
reſpe&table for his rank and dignity, than 
for his character and abilities, has en-_ 
aged in the office of colle&ing, digeſt- 
ing, and publiſhing all the Writings of 
the late: Mr. GisBoNn, which he himſelf 
would have thought worth preſerving. 
© It is for the intereſt of learning. and * 
# religion, that the merits of ſuch i" 
Writer, and. the character of ' ſuch” an 

B Opponent, 
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| Opponent, ſhould be- fairly examined, and 
Fully underſtood. Indeed the celebrity he. 


furniſhed ample opportunities, as well as 


ſtrong reaſons, for ſach _ a diſcuſſion, : 


- But a new ſubje& of enquiry- now ariſes, 


A review of his own charaQter, as given | 
by himſelf; and of the opinions which 


Writers of the firſt eminence and credit 
have enterttined_ concething | it,” TY the 
purpoſe of this Letter, As ſuch a Re- 
view may poſſibly be of ſome .uſe, and 


as the affixing my name to it would 


 anſwer'tio' pood end, I truſt that the 
liberty I have ventured/:to take of thus 
atdreſſi ing. it to his noble Editor, will. 
Not appear impertinent or , offenſive. For 


it cannot ' be imagined, that by pub- 


| liſhin g his works, you eſpouſe his opi- | 
 nions of every fort, ' or approve .of his 
- condu&t. on. all. occaſions. Be that as it 


may, every reader of his. works, wha 
thinks as. well as reads, will .canvaſs his 


own account. of himſelf and. them, with 
the fame freedom. with which, he wrote, 


and 


| 1,0xD SHEFFIELD. > ole 


and; probably. with as | much” candotir, 
ever Where: FOR is. moſt room -_ daank 
| kom Mt pt FARCE <8 1 TI Terri; 
Ldnid live 
Mikus te auth Llbiicenctcs on 
thoſe parts. of- the Memoirs which ſfeeta 
to demand them, have been duly. wikieFwg 
no 'one Will be at a loſs to determine, 
whether they proceed from ignorance, or 
prejudice,” any indire& and improper mo» 
tive, or were diQtated by a ſenſe of; duty, 
and a real: re _—_ to truth and Jun 


- 4 all a adantt jr ts | 
Public, with any fuether Pruface, but am». 
mediately enter en the 'taſk I have under- 
taken, and purſue it in the onder. which 5 
wo pack to me. =o \neſ8= convenient. 


-Miflnpanathoerai ſenſible Introduction 
; to the Memoirs, we are preſented with 
an account of his Pedigree and Family, 
al with ſome. juſt reflettions to abviate 

tation of - a blameable variety. 
| The apology i graceful, as well as ſatis- 
E... 2 factory. 
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factory. © The fatyriſt (ſays he *) may 
laugh, the philoſopher may 'preach, but 
| Reaſon herſelf will reſpe the prejudices 


and habits, which have been conſecrated 
by the experience of mankind.” And 


why then is Religion made the only ex- 
ception to this juſt and general maxim? 


Why may not the world at large be per- 
mitted to indulge a fondneſs for their 


Faith, as well as he for his VRP" and 


=O woe” ? 


Ir appears from his account, that thro' 


the frequent changes of his teachers, the 


infirm ſtate of his health, and the great 
_ © Indulgence ſhewn him on that ſcore, there 
was little room for any real improvement 


before his arrival at Oxford. ' That he 
derived no benefit from his ſtudies during 
the time of his ſhort continuance there, 
and by his converſion to Popery was pre- 


cluded from returning, he imputes to. the 

negligence of his College Tutor, and Aca- 

| demical Governors, tho' probably owing 

to other cauſes, —partly to the defects he 
himſelf 


» Page 2. 
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himſelf has deſcribed. .in the earlier period 
of his education, and partly to his own 


Forward verſatile genius. 


"Aficr relating at ſome. length the par- 


ticulars of that ſtrange muſadventure, he 


inſerts Dr. LowTn's very handſome en- 


comium on Oxford, in order to ridicule 


every. part .of it, to make it the ground- 
work and the foil of his own ſtudied and 
elaborate Invective. When the reader 
compares the characters of theſe two per= 
ſons, the terms of their reſpeQtive reſidence; 


and their opportunities of information, after 


due allowance made for the amiable par-_ 
tiality of the one, and the angry prejudices 
of the other, he will need no afliſtance to 
determine his judgment, on whoſe account 
he may moſt rely. If he conſults the 


Memoirs, he will find: the . force of thoſe 
- prejudices diffuſed thro' twelve pages, all 
laid out in abuſing the Univerfities— not 
| With that wily caution, and diabolical deli- 


cacy, with which he affailed our beneficent 
religion ; ; — but with the frank ferocity 
'B 3 Es of 
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of af ofith and ingenyous adverſity, What 
he has ured againſt ther, though hardly 
deſerving of notice, btit for his celebrity as 


a Writer, and the impoſing boldneſs of his 


charges, may poſſibly create 4 belief or 
ſuſpicion, that the Nate of governinent and 


_ diſcipline there is much worſe than it is, 


Steh-- charges, before they / are credited, 


ſhould be well ſupported: and yet, ih 
reality, the moſt material part of them is 
not only unſupported, but completely re- 


futed by facts well known to him{elf, and 


to all who have ever ſeen, or heard of the 


_ Engliſh Univerſities. "Though zh foutided ih 


times of * ignotahce, the two great objefts 
of them have evet been, ** the Adyance- 


ment 'of Science, and the Inflrution of 


ingernwous Youth,” — How far they have 
anſwered, and ill anſwer, theſe ends of 


their inſtitution ; and have contributed, by 
theit- efforts in- doth Weye, to the removal 


of 


| #,* The Schools 6f Oxford and Cambridge were 


founded in a dark age of falſe and barbarous ſcience ; 


and they are ftill tainted with the vices of their origin,” 


ewes P. 35« 
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of ignorance, we learn — not from the 
opinion of "Mr. G., but from impartial 


7 hiſtory, and undoubted teftimonies—from 


* the very Portraits, which decotate the Halls 


Þ and other apartments 'of the colleges, 


& and public buildings ; from the recorded 
lives, and immortal writings of the Perfons 
repreſented, who, for a courſe of ages, 
have ſucceſſively graced thoſe ſeats of: the 
Muſes ; from the diſtinguiſhed charaQters 
of many lately dead, who were educated 
there, and contributed in like manner to 
increaſe -their renown ; and, in juftice, T 
muſt add, of many yet living, who formerly 
were, or {till continue to be abſent, or refi- 
dent members, and of whom, for their 
merits, it may juſtly be ſaid, when 7hey 
ſhall die, — Nulla dies as a) tnemori 
Vos eximet nor: 


| For my part, far Gor St the fame 
of any foreign ſeminaries, I with proſperity 
| to learning, and honour to its profefſors in 
every quarter of the globe; and when qur 
own are vilified and inſulted by an arrogant 

B4 and 
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and * alienated native, .I-am-neither ſar- 
prized nor uneaſy :; on the contrary, I con» 
ſider this as a ſtrong proof of their reſpe&t- 
ability. If they were not among the moſt 


| illuſtrious and excellent of all learned So- 


Cieties . if they. were not, on the: whole, 
notwithſtanding their defe&ts, the nobleſt 
Nurſeries of ſcience and philoſophy ; if 
they were not Places of religious Educa- 


tion ; and if religion were.not better taught 


there, than any where elſe, | he would, not 


have preferred before them. the Nurſeries of 


An. and Sehoals A: WOT 


Je; is true, at 'Þ. EE he FRE ſome 


f Sari of a barren; remorſe, ſome alarm 
at the raſhneſs, of his aſſertions, ſome ſenſe 


of, ſhame at the folly of retailing all the 
trite and hacknied obje&tions he could rake 
together from Pamphlets, or pick up in 


conyerſation from the Enemies of the 
_ Univerſities ; and of endeavouring to pals 


off 
:#: One miſchief, TRE Y and, in their eyes, a ſerious 
and irreparable miſchief, was derived from the ſucceſs of my 


Swiſs | education, — I had ceaſed to be an Engliſhman,” 
Memoirs, p. 76. 
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off as the reſult of his own obſervation, | 
what ſo many reformers, with different 

intentions, and all of them better than his 

own, had obſerved before. Fat 


Although he had predifted, that re- 
formation in ſuch bodies would never be a_ 
voluntary aft, yet he expreſſes an appre- 
henſion leſt it ſhould be thought, that in a 

long courſe of years ſome changes for the 

better might have taken place, in his own 
College or Univerſity. | He acknowledges 

the ſuperior merit of particular perſons, 
whom he is pleaſed to except from the 
general proſcription though bred at Oxford, 
becauſe they were riſen, or rifing, to confi- 
derable eminence ; and chanced to have the 
honour. of being -acquainted with him or | 

| his friends. Far, however, from wiſhing, -- 
with the benevolent Patriarch, that for the 
ſake of the few righteous, the city might 0 
be faved, for want of fire from heaven to 
conſume the offenders, he appeals, in de- 
ſpair, to the Omnipotence of Parliament. 


Your 
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x Your Lordſhip, after kindly endeavours 
ing to palliate the aſperity and virulence of 
his fatire, has juſtly remarked in a Note, 


that one of the: faults, which till prevails 


there is, the expenſiveneſs of them. But 
this, perhaps, 1s leſs the fault of them, 
than of opulent Parents, too indulgent to 


_ their ſons at home, too liberal in their ſup- 
' Plies at ſchool. You have elſewhere ani- 


madverted, in better language than I can 
command, on the folly and danger of hafty 
and inconſiderate reforms; and I can af- 
ſure your Lordſhip with- great truth, that 
ſuch as were prudent and practical have not 


| been neglected, as I traſt they never will 


be, for there is no place in which there 
1s not, at times, great need of correQtion 
and amendment. In ſpite of all the 
precautions employed to prevent them, 


abuſes of ſome fort or other will "find 


their way into every Society. In the 
changes of - manners, whether for the 
better, or the worſe, the Univerſities will, 
of courſe, afliimilate themfelves more or 
leſs to the reſt of the world. Inſtead 

of 
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of continuing Monks, as Mr. G. jond- 


rantly and contetnptuoufly calls them, 


| the members both old and young have 
receded too far from that charafter, and 
mixed with the world but too much. 
 Triſtead of being Eontrafted with preju- 
dice and bigotry, they have need to be 
guarded againſt the errors of too relaxed 
a ſyſtem, inconſiſtent with a 'firm and 
manly adherence to true principles. A 
juſt eteſtation of that intolerant zeal, 
which diſgraced the piety of former 
fimes, has betrayed many into the pre- 
ſent extremes of indifference and inſenfſi- - 
bility. Hence that infipid, indiſcriminate, 
unqualified candour, which confounds alt 
characters; that exceſſive liberality of 
ſentiment, which is capable of exculpat- 
ing the Devil himſelf ; which could bring 
one of the firſt Scholars and Critics of 
the age to believe, and to publiſh his 
belief, that Mr. G. acted from the pureft 
_ and moſt virtuous motive, when, for the 
purpoſe — the /incere andy well-meant pur- 
poſe, of ruining out religion, he deſcended 

to 
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to ſuch mean arts of treachery and ma- 


lice, as an honeſt Heathen would bluſh 
to employ. 


In the ſame note of your Lordſhip” s, 
I find the following obſervation : — © If 
a-charge be true, which I have heard 


inſiſted on, that the Heads of our Col- 
| leges, in Oxford and Cambridge, are vain 


of having under their care chiefly men 
of opulence, who may be” ſuppoſed exempt 
from the neceflity of economical con- | 
troul, they are indeed highly cenſurable, | 
ſince the miſchiefs of allowin, g early ha- 
bits, of expenſe and diffipation, are great 
in various reſpe&ts, even to thoſe poſ- 
ſefſed of large property; and the moſt 
ſerious evil from this indulgence muſt 
happen to youths of humble fortune, 
who certainly form the majority of ſtu- 
dents, both at Oxford and Cambridge.” 


The Tutors indeed may have ſome in- 


tereſt in wiſhing for pupils of opulence, 


| as the pay of ſuch will be both better 


and more ſecure ; but why the Heads 
ſhould 
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ſhould . wiſh to have. thoſe - to govern, 
who, if ill diſpoſed, will create them 
greater trouble, and hurt the diſcipline 
of their Colleges, and may bring dif- 
grace on the Univerſities themſelves, I 
cannot ſee. If the Parents c/huſe to fend 
them thither for Education, (and if 
wiſe, as well as opulent, they always 
will) can the Heads reje&t them, with- 
out trial, on the ſole ground of their 
opulence, and the danger to be appre- 
hended from that circumſtance ? This is. 
hardly to be expected, or even juſtified. 
For then the benefits of an Academical 
# Education (pace Gibbonu dixerim !) would 
be loſt to thoſe, who might poflibly 
Y make the beſt uſe of it, 'and to' whom 
it might be moſt uſeful. Had this been 
a rule of the Univerſities, what a num- 
ber of eminent men, who, ſince the zra 
of their foundation, have formed their 
minds, and: finiſhed their ſtudies fo hap- 
pily there, - muſt have been loſt to the 
Church and State, on which they have 
conferred ſuch invaluable benefits, and 

rs reflected 
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reflected Sloth; immortal honour? Had 
_ thoſe: men (of whom it would be eaſy 
| to produce a long and ſhining. liſt) been 
| bred as Mr. Gibbon was, they might 
have been qualified to corrupt the man- 
ners of their countrymen, and to con- 
vey | the principles of Pig. pm in 
3 deſcribing- the progreſs of the VR 
| | _ Church at its carly periods, or” 7 


In the Monthly Review for May laſt, 
are. ſome ſtrictures on Mr. G,'s account 
| of Oxford, fo perfettly juſt, ſenſible, and 
lf pertinent, that they will be a proper 
accompaniment to your Lordſhip's and my 
_ ewn obſervations on that ſubje&. I ſhall 

therefore inſert them ore! without any 

ſeruple, 
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4 In April 1752, he was antived a 
Gentleman Commoner of Magdalen Col- 


I lege; Oxford; and the ftile in which 
if | he ſpeaks of the diſcipline and inſtitu» 
I tions of that celebrated Univerſity will be 
" conſidered by his readers, according to 
que 2 ng 


er 
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their varipus opinions and prejudices, 
either- as the language of pragmatical 
| freedom, or as the haſty and undiſtinguiſh- 
ing cenſure of petulance. For our own. 
| part, we neither. preſume | to diſpute, 
nor even profeſs to examine, the juſtice 
of many of his animadverſions ; but we 
cannot help thinking, that he has pre- 
Cipitately made a general inference from 
his own paxticular caſe; and that even. 
ſuppofing many of, his | remarks to be 
well founded, their force would not 
have been impaired by more decorous 


| | and reſpeatful language towards thoſe 


renowned Seminaries, in which the flower 
of our Engliſh youth for ſo many ages 
has been reared. One more obſervation 
only we ſhall permit ourſelves to make, 
* We ſcarcely hope, ſays Mr. G. that 
any reformation will be a voluntary at ; 
and fo deeply are they rooted in law had 
prejudice, - that even the omnipotence of 
Parliament would ſhrink from an enquiry 
ins. the Nate and abuſes of the two 
Vni- 


| wa 24 . _ "'LBTTER TO 


ik Vniverſities. * p. 35. The difficulty of re- 
| 


"(| | | forming abuſes in which great and: pow- 
erful bodies of men are intereſted, has - 


( [i ever been a general and natural ſubje& - 
fl | | of complaint : — but ought a philoſopher 
1% really to lament, that the rights and pri- 
; f Sb vileges of great ſocieties are not, even | 
i for the ſpecious obje&t of reformation, 
oo | fabjected to the diſcretion of the Legiſla- 
4 — ture? If even for the moſt apparent. 
[ !  falutary objetts, theſe rights and privileges 
__: \ could be trampled under foot, there could 
1 no longer be fixed law, and ſecure liberty 
m 


®* After ſuch a coarſe and virulent invective againſt the 
HMuſtrious Place intended for his Education, we ſhould 7 
hardly expe&t he would boaſt (as in p. 56, of the Memoirs) 
of © the years ſo /iberally improved at Lauſanne.” But hear 
the opinion and diſcourſe of his worthy old Tutor. 


« I rejoice at your return to your country, to your 
father, and to the good principles of truth and reaſon. Had | 
| 1 in the leaſt ſuſpefted your deſign of leaving us, I ſhould 
trmamediately have put you upon reading Mr, Chillingworth's 
Religion of Proteſtants ; any one Page of which is worth 
a library of Swifs Divinity.” ; 


8 100 Rev. Dr. WaLpGravs to Eow. G1BBon, Eſq. junr, 
'R | No. 23. p. 417. ; 
| 08 | | 

' 
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in a nation. The privileges of Orders 
and Bodies of men are the mounds and 
barriers which prote& the rights of In- 
dividuals. The moſt dangerous projects 
are generally carried on under the cover 
of the moſt ſpecious pretexts ; and it is 
better that reformation ſhould be difficult 
(which at leaſt enſures it againſt precipita- 
tion) than that law ſhould be uncertain, 
and the enjoyment of life and property 
precarious.” _ 


i another place, the Reviewer juſtly 
remarks the difingenuouſneſs of Mr, G. 
' in fo readily adopting the idle rumour 
ſpread by the bigots of the time,' © that 
the Scepticiſm of Chillingworth” (as re- 
| mote from that of Gibbon as one pole 

is from the other !) < had at laſt ſubfided 
into a —_ _ indifference,” 


| 1 muſt confeſs, however, that the Re- | 
viewer's animadverſion on the laboured 
and ſtately deſcription of the Courtſhip 
_ with Madamoiſelle Curchod, is rather 
no unfair, 
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unfair. Fi or what could be. more congruous 
and conſiſtent, than that .he, who .never 
could look upon religion as deſerving to 
be conſidered wuh common ſeriouſneſs, 
ſhould give to his own love-affair the 


utmoſt ſolemnity poſſible ? 


At p. 70. is an account of. his intro- 
duction to Voltaire, of the acquaintance he 
cultivated with him, and of the agreeable 


- manner in which his time was ſpent at 


Lauſanne. « The wit and philoſophy of 


Voltaire, his table and theatre, refined, in 
a viſible degree, the manners of Lauſanne ; 


and, however addicted to ſtudy, I enjoyed 


my ſhare of the amuſements of ſociety.” 


Here, my Lord, I beg ee | to Fee: to. 
your remembrance the curiqus. controverſy 
between two philoſophers (both Sceptical 
in the utmoſt extent of the word) con- 
cerning the propriety of introducing Thea- 
trical exhibitions in that country, and the 
probable efteCts of ſuch a meaſure. There 
never perhaps was a ſubject more ably 
diſcuſſed 


ww Mr QoQ 
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diſcuſſed on both ſides, or in a manner'more 
entertaining and inſtruQtive, —by Rouſſeau, 


who condemned, and by D'Alembert, who 
| defended, the meaſure. Tho' both were 


equally admired for ingenuity, yet the 


| Native of Geneva (I mean of the territory, 


for he was born at Nyons) better under- 
ſtood the inſtitutions of his own Country, 
and temper of the people, than any 
foreigner. He faw, and honeſtly an- 
nounced, the danger which threatened 


1 - them. He clearly predicted, that Voltaire, 


under pretence of refining, would corrupt 
the manners of the Swiſs, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, which prediftion was fatally 
verified in the life-time of the Prophet. 


Licentiouſheſs in thinking ſoon led to 


hbertiniſm in praftice ; and prepared the 


altered Genevois for thoſe diſaſters they 


have ſince experienced, and might have 
avoided, had they reſolutely adhered to their 
ancient ſtriftneſs of diſcipline, and primi- 
tive ſimplicity of manners. But alas! no 
ſooner had that Gallic Sage been tranſ- 
planted to the borders of the Leman Lake, 
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and put forth the bone of his Genius 


there, than, like the fabled Poiſon-tree 


in Java, he infected the whole region | 
round. Mr. G. ſpeaks more than once | 


with triumph and exultation of * the > As 
| fo liberally improved at Lauſanne ;” and 


if we meaſure the ſucceſs of his ſtudies 
by the abuſes of his learning, it was great 
indeed! No wonder that fo apt a Scholar 
ſhould make ſuch improvement under ſo 
conſummate a maſter ! 


One indifpenGble quality 6f fine writing 

, purity of ſtile, and, with the good 
Ke of the great Voltaire, I add, that 
another is, purity of ſentiments and man- 
ners. Wit and ingenuity can never com- 


 penſate for” the want of this excellence, 


without which the brighteſt page, even 
« the luminous page of Gibbon,” will be 
ſullied- and polluted. What a mild un- 
fading luſtre has the ſun-clad power of 


_ Chaſtity thrown on the ſpotleſs Pages of 


Virgil, and of Addiſon? It is matter of 
juſt aſtoniſhment, that a Writer, endued 
with 
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| with the delicate taſte, and fine feelings 
ſo frequently diſplayed by the Author of 
| the Memoirs, ſhould think it neceffary, in 
7 order to paint the manners of the age, 
$ to catch at every opportunity which a 
lewd ancient can give him, of rubbing 
his own noſe and the noſes of his learned 
readers, in the ſink of impurity! At this 
rate, the office of an Hiſtorian is far more 
dirty than that of a Scavenger. For the 
Zlatter quickly carries off, and removes out 
Bof ſight, what the other ſtudiouſly ſtirs 
| Sp, and expoſes to conſtant obſervation. 
| Wis apology for this practice is juſt as 
weak, as that for interweaving ſo many 
$1mpious ſcoffs and farcaſms on our reli- 
gion, in deſcribing the different cauſes 
of its rapid progreſs from its firſt ap- 
pearance to its final eſtabliſhment. The 
defence indeed of the propriety and per- 
inency of the Inquiry in the two Chapters 
Tomplained of, is juſt and ſatisfactory. 
| Fras cloſely connected with that period 
Of his Hiſtory, in which the religion of 
Jeſus made its appearance, But here, 
C3. | as 
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A. 
as in many other places, he impoſes on. 
the unwary reader with his uſual artifice. 


For it is not the Inquiry itſelf, but the 


Mode of conducting it, which. occaſioned, 


and which conſtitutes the offence. If, as 


an hiſtorian and philoſopher, in the ſeri- 
ous and ſincere purſuit of truth, he had. 


entered on a free and full inveſtigation 


of all the cauſes, human or divine, which 
forwarded the growth of the Goſpel in 
its early periods, properly diſtinguiſhing 
thoſe cauſes, and aſſigning to each its 
due ſhare of influence ; this very obnoxi- 
ous, and juſtly offenſive, as it now ſtands, 
would have been the moſt curious, as_ 
well as the moſt important and intereſt- 


ing part of his whole work. But, my 


Lord, were I as little diſpoſed in favour 
of religion as. he himſelf, I ſhould fill 


contend, that his condut on this occaſion 


was fooliſh beyond all example. For 
inſtead of conſulting the dignity of his 
own character, as a ſcholar and a gentle= 
man ; inſtead of 'maintaining the dignity 
of his a as he ought to have. 
done; 
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done ;. inſtead of exalting and ennobling it 


by ſuitable refleftions on the new * eng 
of events, as he eafily might have done, — 


C4 - what® 


* Tt is very remarkable, that. in the vaſt liſt of writings 
he had penned and ſtudied, oze of them is the Goſpel of 
St. John, Now, what could better deſerve the notice even 
| of a mere philoſopher, than the Perſon and CharaQter of 
the Teacher he deſcribes, who had claimed a divine origin 
and miſſion, and by his life and ations, totally differing, 
| by their ſuperiority, from thoſe of any human being, had 
ſupported that claim ? 


No one/wonld think of arguing with Atheifs, congernios 


religion, or with thoſe Sceptics, who, though they acknow- 
ledge a God, deny his power to alter or ſuſpend the laws 


eſtabliſhed by himſelf. As natural and civil events are the 
inſtruments of his moral government, ſo there is another 
claſs of events, which are proofs of his particular, Provi- 


dential adminiſtration. Though occurrences of this ſort are 


ſometimes found in the Annals of Heatheniſm, yet they 
are not only rare, and ſimple, and detached, but unſup- 
ported by any of thoſe marks, which accompany truth : 
. whereas the Scripture mira-les' have all: the marks of it, and 


are ſupported beſides by Heathen teſtimonies of unqueſtioned 


credit, and are ſeen in a conneted ſeries of fats, which 
form an effential -part in the body of the hiſtory, The 
common and the miraculous tranſations are ſo blended. 
together, and interwoven, that if . the parts were. ſeparated, 


the whole would be abſurd and unintelligible ; though. when - 


taken together, all is conſiſtent 'and convincing, There are 
| not 
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what is it that he has lod 2nd By the 
groſſeſt violation of all decorum, — by 
pitiful  ſneers,” petulant gibes,' and pro- 


 fane ſcoffs, he has for ever ſunk and 


degraded it to a low and deſpicable 
libel. Wo rv 


There is another part of his conduct 


equally liable to the imputation of weak- 


neſs, if that were not too ſoft a term 
in either caſe. Were I, my Lord, a 


free-thinker in the utmoſt extent, I mean 


an Infidel Philoſopher, I. ſhould till -per- 


ceive, that the great | body of men, in 
whom the ſtate has thought proper to 
inveſt the adminiſtration of religion, have, 
on this very ground, if for no other 
reaſon, a juſt title to reſpe& and rever- 

ence; and that he, who treats them 


' with contempt, is a contemner of the 


laws. 


not in the world ſuch groſs dupes a as thoſe, who, from fear 
of being impoſed on, will not yield to reaſonable evidence, 
If the vaſt maſs of it, external and internal, on which the 
credit of chriſtianity reſts, is inſufficient to uphold it, together 
with ' theſe proofs, the faith of all hiſtory mult fail. And 
what then becomes of Mr, Giblon's immortality !_ 


' LORD SHEFFIELD. Fs - 


laws. But the Clergy have all of them, 


| belide the advantage of a liberal educa- 


tion, an office of great dignity and gen- 
eral importance ; -and many of this order 
are. taken from the firſt families in the 
kingdom. Mr. G. confefles, that if he 


could have foreſeen the clamour occaſioned | 
by his two chapters, he might have 


| been induced to ſoften "the aſperity of 


| ſome paſſages. But was it poffible for 
' him not to foreſee, that every friend to- 


the religion of his Country, under which 
deſcription the greater part of the Laity 

alſo may be fairly included, would join 
in condemning his treatment of the Clergy ? 
And would not they themſelves have 


deſerved it, had they betrayed the cauſe 
| they are appointed to defend by a cri- 
minal filence? Would they not have for 


ever diſgraced their profeſſion by a tame 


and timid ſubmiſſion to inſults as un- 
_ provoked, as they were ſtudied and de- 


liberate? Yet, as if he were the perſon 


injured, every attempt to defend their | 
religion or themſelves, is conſidered as a | 


proof 
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proof of an implacable ood and per- 
ſecuting ſpirit ? 


_ Let me add, that even the falſehood 
of Chriſtianity, if. admitted, (and it can-. 
not be ſo. much as imagined by any 
rational man) would not juſtify ſuch 
treatment. Even the haughty Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, who, forgetful of his rank 
and dignity, aſſaults it with the air of 
a ruthan,. is compelled by the force of _ 
truth- to. acknowledge, that, of all the 
inſtitutions yet known, to. the world, it 


is the moſt amiable, mild, and beneficent, * 


And the. Swiſs philoſopher, another de- 
termined oppoſer, of fimilar parts and 
endowments, meets in the Goſpel he. 
rejects, and condemns, ſuch marks of 
authenticity. and truth, as ſtagger his 
Scepticiſm. and ſhock his Infidelity. Can 
this be a. fiction? fays he to hunſelf. 


' No. Ce. neſt pas ainſi. que lon invente ? 


Men . do not invent after ſuch a fort ! 
'This: . honeſt confeflion betrayed ſome 
tymptoms of a ſound heart, but the im+ 

preſſion 


nora 
= EE RR. NT OE yy”, ooo EU © Rp PE ITT nr 


LORD SHEFFIELD, 35. 


preſſion | made npon: it, tho” ſtrong and 


vivid, was not durable, owing . probably 
to the noxious qualities of the Geneva 


air and education, not much more falu- 


brious than- that of Lauſanne, 


Mr. G. is more confiſtent, In his 


hatred of religion and its miniſters, he 
is uniform and unrelenting, throughout, 
T his, I ſuppoſe, "he conſiders as one 


among the marks of his virtuous diſpo- 
ſition; but when he goes ſo far as to 
_ apply to himſelf and his own charaRter - 
_ the grave advice of the moraliling Poet 
— Hic murus aheneus eſto, nil conſcire fibi, 


nulla palleſcere culpa — ſome may. be- apt 
to ſaſpe, that the wall of the Poet, 
and © the forehead of the great Golah,” 


were made of the ſame; metal, 


The teſtimonies..he has adduced from 
Hayley, Hume, and Robertſon, to con-_ 
vince the world of his merits as a writer, 
may ſeem indeed to be ſymptoms of his 
modeſty, for they are ſufficiently atteſted 
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by the works themſelves. And if they, 
were not unneceſſary, they would hardly 
anſwer the end intended. | 


| Poets, we know, are licenſed dds 
in hyperbole, but ought to be ex- 
at in their choice of emblems; and 
it will probably be thought that the 
eagle is too noble and generous a bird 
to mark the | qualities of our hiſtorian, 
Mr. Hayley, however, underſtood - the 
nature . of his friend's noftrils, and had 
no fear leſt the incenſe he offered 
ſhould prove too ſtrong. In a private let- 
ter, the. tale of the eagle and ſparrow 
might be well enough placed, but when 
offered to the public as a part of the 
_ perſon's life, and by the perſon who 1s 
the object: of the encomium, is one 
among the many proofs how . far his 
vanity could get the better of his good 


_ ſenſe. 


- 
i 


The commendations of Hume loſe as 
much of their validity when we con- 
fider 
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ſider his charater. He was the ableſt 
and moſt ſabtil of all Sceptics, ancient 
or modern, and ſhewed as much {kill in 

puzzling and confounding the human 
underſtanding, as Mr. Locke had done in 
explaining its powers; and the chief uſe 
he made of the extraordinary talents which 
God had given him was, to reaſon re- 
| ligion out of the world. As his views 
ſo perfettly coincided with Mr. G.'s, and 
as both were intitled to literary praiſe, 
the encomiums which paſſed between 
them were natural enough, even tho' 
the preſent of his hiſtory had not extorted 
ſome - expreſſions of approbation. The 
caſe indeed with Robertſon was, in ſome 
reſpects, diſſimilar. He was not only a 
true believer, but a miniſter of the Goſ. 
pel. I think, however, we may account 
for his condut in this particular, tho' 
we cannot approve of it. He had rea- 
ſon to adruire Mr. G.'s learning and 
parts, and had no concern . with his 
character, except as an hiſtorian. Beſides, 
envy in men of like eminence is a qua=- 
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Hity fo very illiberal, and a” perfect frees 


dom from it ſo ftrong' a mark'of a 


noble and generous ſpirit, that wheti 


ſuch men agree, they commonly outrun 
the truth in their haſte to commend 
each other. Mr. G. by the warm and 
well turned expreſſions of efteem for' the 
Scottiſh hiſtorian, as well as by the hand- 
fome preſent of his own hiſtory, was, 
of courſe, entitled to ſome returns of 


civility ; and gratitude might diQtate ra- 


ther more than ſincerity would warrant. 


Had he contented himſelf with com<- 
mending © that work alone, or with 


(what perhaps would not have ' contented 
Mr. G.) with admiring the elegance, 
ſmartneſs, and 'ſpirit of his anſwer to 
Mr. D. without going ſo far as to com- 
pliment him on his * ſuperiority, this 
would have been no ſacrifice of ſincerity 


to politeneſs. But to ſpeak of Mr, 


Davis's pamphlet with the utmoſt con- 


tempt, and acknowledge "that he had 


not ſeen it, was a "romnng' unworthy 


of 
* This impar congreflus, Letter 116, P+5 39. 
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of Dr. Robertſon; and the more fo, as 

at ſeemed to be agreed at the time by 
thoſe who gave themſelves the trouble 
to (examine the quotations and paſſages 
referred to, that the young Bachelor of 
Oxford had made go" n moſt of his'charges. 


The oraiſes he received from his imei 
correſpondents in other countries, when 
fairly appreciated, will loſe ſomething of 
their weight, for the ſame reaſons. 


'i am far from doubting either the 
juſtneſs or {ſincerity of thoſe which he 
offered your Lordſhip, tho' I am perſuaded” 
_ your writings might have been left to 
ſpeak for themſelves, if the value of 
ſuch compliments, as tokens of his regard, 
had not prevailed againſt the reaſons for 
omitting to inſert them. 


' Sume ſuperbiam queſitam moritis, ſays 
the ſenſible Poet, and, © My name, (ſays 
Mr. G. with as good reaſon) may be 
placed hereafter with the thouſand ar- 
ticles 
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ticles of the Biographia Britannica, and 
I muſt be conſcious, that no one is fo 
well qualified as myſelf to deſcribe the 
ſeries of my thoughts and actions.” The 
expectation and the remark are equally 
juſt. And if his political principles had 
permitted, he would have had as clear a 
claim to another honour, more flattering 
perhaps to ſome minds, — that of a place 
in the Pantheon of Paris. And ſurely 
the C:tizens of that proud metropolis had 
much better have employed ſome able 
Artift to form a ſtatue of our Heatheniſh 
Hiſtorian,” than directed their General to 
rob the Pope of his Heathen Deity. * 
For a fitter companion to Voltaire and 
his aſſociates could no where be found. 


But thanks to his accidental and for- 
tunate connexion with your Lordſhip, and 
| fome-others, his vanity did not lead him 
to any wild or enthuſiaſtic notions on. 
the ſubje&t of Government. He ſaw the 
Rolly: and danger of indulging an unre- 

| ſtrained 


* The Apollo-Belvedere. 
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ſtrained Scepticiſm here. And what but pre- 


judice, and that too carried to the utmoſt 
bounds of free-thinking bigotry, could hin- 
der him from extending the ſame principle. 


to Religion, where the ſame reaſoning holds 


with a ten-fold force? For, on right notions | | 
concerning the Ruler of the world, and. 


the worſhip due to Him, depends the 
ſafety of every thing that is worth pre- 
ſerving ; — the happineſs of individuals 
| (I ſpeak to believers) both here and here- 


after; the welfare of communities, the 
exiſtence of order. itſelf. Without ſome 


ſenſe of religious obligations, men would 
ſoon be worſe than ſavages ; without ſome 
_ proper dire&tion of that ſenſe, both by 


public and private inſtruftion on ſome 
ſettled, regulat, and approved plan, the ' 


people at large would be left a prey to 
deceivers ; and the peace of the kingdom 


be perpetually diſturbed [by fanatics. and. 


impoſtors. . 


The Letters between Mr. G. and Ne, 
Prieſtley are as deſerving of a Comment 
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as any part of the Memoirs. Their com- 
mon and cordial diſlike of our Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Eſtabliſhment, might, one would have 
thought, have held them together in ſome 
bond of amity. But there was a wide 
difference in their ſentiments on other 
points, and though both were zealots 
in the cauſe of freedom and toleration, 
they were equally tenacious of their own 
opinions, and equally impatient of con- 
tradition. The former would have no 


revelation at all: the latter would have 


a Goſpel, but curtailed and faſhioned ta 
his particular fancy. In this correſpon- 
dence, that each ſhould ſee the abſurdity 


| of the other in q ſtrong a light, and be 


ſo perfe&tly blind to his own, is matter 
of extreme curioſity. . And it may ſerve 
as an eternal memento to all men of 
learning, that the ſame Sceprtical Pride, 


| which reduced the ſcientific Teacher of 


Birmingham to the pitiful figure of a 


' half-formed Chriſtian ; ſhould ſwell into 


a * « preat Goliah” the Minute Philoſopher 


of Lauſanne ; and have power to ſubdue 


the 
* P. 155, of the Memoirs. 
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the native graces of his elegant mind to 
the temper of a complete and caſe- 
hardened Infidel ! : 


Nothing can be more admirable than 
the addreſs of Dr. Hurd (now Biſhop of 
Worceſter) in his Anſwer to the Letter 
of Mr. G. concerning the authenticity 
of the book of Daniel. Throughout the 
Anſwer, and eſpecially in the concluſion 
of it, he endeavours to ſoften thoſe pre- 
judices which ſtand in the way of con- 
viction, by paying him compliments, due 
to his talents, as well as to the politeneſs 
of his Letter ; and by this amiable artifice, 
to intereſt his vanity in the cauſe of truth. 
The Letter is not inſerted, and perhaps 
a copy of it was not taken or preſerved. 
| However, the ſubſtance of it is ſeen in 
the Anſwer, which is of a conſiderable 
length, and which ſtamps a value on the 
- whole Colle&tion, It ſeems from the 
Fragment, which was found with it in 
' the hand-writing of Mr. G. that he had 
thoughts of replying, and had laid in 
| 2s ca 
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ſonie hints and materials for a ſecond 


Letter. Why he determined to drop that 
deſign, we may form ſorne gueſs from the 
ſcantineſs and poverty of thoſe materials. 


Why he thought profier in p. 137 of 
the Memoirs, to treat with ſuch barbarous 
indignity ſo accompliſhed a Scholar, and 


| ſo excellent a Man, whom but a little 
after he thought ptoper to conſult, we 


learn from his own account of himſelf, 
p. 104. The Biſhop of Worceſter's opi- 
nions on certain ſubje&ts were very dif- 


ferent from his own, and nothing can 


be more intolerant than that pride and 
violence which he confeſſes were con« 
genial to his character; and which - aſ- 
furedly were much more likely to be 


_ increaſed than corre&ted, by his foreign 


education. He afferts, indeed, that not- 
withſtanding thoſe faults of his natural 
diſpoſition, it was virtuous on the whole. 


| But though this may be ſometimes true 


of perſons ſurprized by particular tempta« 


tions, or ſuddenly overborne by the im- 


| pulſe 
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pulſe of their paſſions; yet it never can 
be true of thoſe, who, by an unfair and 
diſhoneſt uſe of their reaſon, have wil- 
fully and deliberately corrupted their own 
minds, and, not contented with ruining 
themſelves, are induſtrious in proſelyting 
others to their falſe notions and pernicious 
principles. I looked with ſome anxiety 
to that part of the Memoirs or Letters, 
where the cloſe of his life is deſcribed, 
'in the charitable hope of finding, that 
| he had not retained his errors, to the laſt, 
| but, by an open and ingenuous avowal 
of them, had made ſome amends to in- 
jured Truth, and violated Virtue. This 
hope was without foundation, As he 
had made it the buſineſs of his life to 
miſlead and deceive others in their moſt 
important concern, ſo it was his peculiar 
lot, with a ſad conſiſtency, to practiſe 
this art upon himſelf. By a ſtrange in- 
attention to his own feelings, he had 
negle&ted the ſymptoms of a dangerous 
diſorder for a long courſe of years; by 
falſe and flattering conceptions of his own 
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condition, had ſuffered it to proceed to 
an alarming height; and even then, con- 


| tinued to delude himſelf with the hopes 
of a radical cure, when his caſe was re- 


medileſs and deſperate.* Many+ perſons 


had begun, like him, their literary courſe 
' with a profeſſed philoſophical Scepticiſm, 


diſdaining all attachment to received opi- 
nions, though confirmed and fſantioned 
by the reaſon of the wiſeſt men from 
time 1mmemorial, as the mark of a 


weak underſtanding, and flaviſh diſpoſi- 


tion. Some of theſe happily diſcovered 


before it was too late, that there is a 


worſe extreme than implicit faith, or re- 
| Iigious credulity; an extreme ſtill more 


to be ſhunned, than either ſuperſtition, or 
enthuſiaſm, which are oftener owing to 


the frailty, than to the depravity of our 


nature. 
L Every 
* P. 293, Leiter Nov, 25th, 1793. 


296, Jan, 13th, 1794. I 
298, 15th, 1794; {Notes of L. S. 


+ The firſt Lord Lincoln, the late Soame Jenyns, and 
ethers diſtinguiſhed for their learning and parts, 
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Every one, I ſuppoſe, will readily agree, 
that the Memoirs, &c. are extremely en- 
tertaining : with the hope of rendering 
them more uſeful and inſtruftive, I pro- 
poſed in the ſhort preamble of theſe ob- 
| ſervations to examine in the firſt place 
Mr. G.'s own Account of himſelf, and 
his Writings ; and in the next, the opi- 
| nions of others reſpe&ting both; I have 
already executed, to the beſt of my abi- . 
lities, the former part of this invidious, 
| but neceſſary taſk. I now proceed to the 
latter, and in this am particularly for- 
tunate, being exempted alike from the 
danger of miſtakes, and from the trouble 
of thinking. For the opinions of others 
cannot be better deſcribed or repreſented, 
than in their own expreſſions. I ſhall 
therefore quote without ſcruple the few 
following Pages, which are fo perfectly 
in point, and fo excellent withal, that 
the ſenſe of them ought to be ſtamped 
on the mind and heart of every free - 
thinker, who makes any pretenfions to 
reaſon or philoſophy. 
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_ _& Nothing (fays Mr. Paley *) but ſtu- 
pidity, or the moſt frivolous diſipation 
of thought, can Wares even the incon- 
” ſiderate 


* Moral and Political Philoſophy, Book the 5th, p. 388, 
4to Edit. 1785. 


As ſome perſons may be apt to ſuſpe& that the long 
Quotations from two reſpectable Writers were introduced 
to increaſe the ſize and price of this Pamphlet, I think it 
right juſt to mention my motive for inſerting them. Though 
I hope and believe that the firſt of thoſe Books is in the 
hands of moſt Students, yet many others, on account of | 
the fize and the price, might be afraid of encountering 
ſuch a work: and careleſs, or  indolent readers may be 
ſtruck with that in a ſmall Pamphblet, which. in ſo large 
a Volume would eſcape their attention. 


The nature of the other work would prevent many from 
peruſing it, but I wiſhed the opinion of ſo eminent a 
Perſon as the Author, reſpefting Mr. Gibbon's. works, 
to be known as much as poſhible.” For theſe reaſons I 
have avoided many Quotations from the M emoirs, which 
' would have been very appolite, - and have contented myſelf 
With referring to the Pages. 


I am ſenſible theve are many things both in the Memoirs 
and Letters, wh ch are not here conlidered, though they 
would furniſh mater of uſeful conſideration 3 but I meant 
only to touch upon the principal particulars. Had I in- 
dulged myſelf in a wider range, I muſt either have omitted 
the more valuable remarks of others, or have extended this 
Letter to an improp:r length, 


LORD SHEFFIELD. 1.2 


 fiderate forget the ſupreme iaipormgnce 
of every thing which relates to the ex- 
peCtation of a future exiſtence. While 
the Infidel mocks at the ſuperſtition of 
the vulgar, inſults over their credulous 
fears, their childiſh errors, and fantaſtic 
rites, it does not occur to him to ob- 
ſerve, that the moſt prepoſterous device 
by which the weakeſt devotee ever be- 
lieved he was ſecuring the happineſs of 
a future life, is more rational, than un 
concern about it. . Upon this ſubje&, no- 
thing is ſo abſurd as indifference, — no 
folly fo pman_e: amet as thoughtleſſnelſs 
and levity. 6 


« Finally, the knowledge of what is due 
| to the folemnity of intereſts concerning 
which revelation profeſſes to inform and 
direct us, may teach even thoſe, who 
are leaſt inclined to reſpe&t the preju- 
dices of mankind, to obſerve a decorum 
in the ſtyle and conduct of religious dif- 
quiſitions, with the neglect of which 
many Adverſ iries of Chriſtianity are juſtly 
chargeable. 
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chargeable. Serious arguments are fair 
on all ſides. Chriſtianity, is but ill de- 
fended by refuſing audience or toleration 
to the objections of unbelievers. But 
while we would have freedom of en- 
quiry, reſtrained by no laws beſide thoſe 
of decency, we are intitled to demand 
on behalf of a religion which holds forth 
to mankind aflurances of unmortality, that 
its credit be affailed by no other weapons 


| than thoſe of ſerious diſcuſſion, and legi- 


timate reaſoning — that the truth, or falſe- 
hood of Chriſtianity be never made a topic 
of raillery; a theme for the exerciſe of 
wit or eloquence, or a ſubje& of conten- 
tion for literary fame or victory — that 


the cauſe be tried upon 1ts merits —that 
all applications to the fancy, paſſions or 


prejudices of the reader; all attempts to 
pre-occupy, enſnare, or perplex his judg- 
ment by any art, influence, or impreſ- 
fion whatſoever, extrinſic to the proper 
ground and evidence, upon which his 
aſſent ought to proceed, *be rejected 
from a queſtion, which involves 1n 1ts 

determina- 
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determination the hopes, the virtue, the 
repoſe of millions — that the controverſy 
be managed on both fides with fincerity, 
that is, that nothing be produced in the 
writings of either, contrary to, or beyond 
the writer's own knowledge or perſuaſion 


— that objections and difficulties be pro- 


poled from no other motive than an 
Honeſt and ſerious defire to obtain ſatis- 
faction; or to communicate information, 


which may promote the diſcovery and 
. progreſs of truth — that, in conformity 
with this defign, every thing be ſtated 


with integrity; with method, preciſion, 
and fimplicity : and, above all, that what- 
_ ever is publiſhed in oppoſition to received 


and confeſſedly beneficial perſuaſions, be 


ſet forth under a form which is likely 
to invite enquiry, and meet examination. 


If 'with theſe moderate and equitable 
conditions be compared, the manner in_ 
which hoſtilities have been waged againſt 
the Chriſtian religion, not only the votaries 


of the prevailing faith, bur every man 
| who looks forward with anxiety to the 
deſtination 
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deſtination of his being, will fee much 
to blame and to complain of. By oze 


Uunbeliever, all the follies which have 


adhered, in a long courſe of dark and 
ſuperſtitious ages, to the popular creed, 
are aſſumed as ſo many doctrines of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, for the purpoſe 
of ſubverting the whole ſyſtem, by the 
abſurdities, which it is Z/us repreſented 
to contain. * By another, the ignorance 
and the vices of the Sacerdotal Order, 


their mutual difſentions and perſecutions, 


their uſurpations and encroachments on 
the intellectual liberty, and civil rights 
of mankind, have been diſplayed with 
no ſmall triumph and invective, not fo 


much to guard the Chriſtian laity againſt 
_ the repetition of the ſame injuries, as to 


prepare the way for an infinuation, that 


| the religion itſelf is nothing elſe than a 


profitable fable, impoſed upon the fears 
and credulity of the multitude, and up- 
held by the fraud and influence of an 
intereſted and crafiy prieſthood. And 
yet, how remotely is the character of the 

..., "Clergy 
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Clergy connected with the truth of Chriſti- 
anity? Or what more do the moſt diſ- 
graceful pages of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory | 
prove, than that the paſſions of our 
common nature are not altered or ex- 
cluded by diſtinftions of name ; and that 
the characters of men are formed much 
' more by the temptations, than the duties 
of their profeſſion ? 


« A third finds delight in colleting and 
repeating accounts of wars and maſlacres, 
of tumults and infurreftions, excited in 
almoſt every age of the Chriſtian ra, 
by religious zeal; as though the vices of 
Chriſtians were parts of Chriſtianity; in- | 
tolerance - and extirpation precepts of the 
Goſpel ; or as if its ſpirit could be judged 
of by the councils of princes, the intrigues 
of ſtateſmen, the pretences of malice or 
ambition, or the unauthoriſed cruelties 
of ſome gloomy and virulent ſuperſti- 
tion, 
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& By a fared, the ſucceſſion and variety 


_ of popular religions ; the vicifſitudes with 
which ſeas and tenets have flouriſhed 


and decayed ; the zeal with which they 


were once ſupported; the negligence 
with which they are now remembered ; 
the little ſhare which reaſon and argu- 


ment appear to have had in framing the. 
creed, and regulating the religious con- 


du&t of the multitude — the indifference 


and ſubmiſſion with which the religion 


of the ſtate is. generally received by the 
common people ; the caprice and vehe- 


mence with which itis ſometimes oppoſed ; 
the phrenſy with which men have been 
brought to contend for opinions and ce- 
remonies, of which they knew neither 


the proof, the meaning, nor the origin- 


al— laſtly, the equal and undoubting_ 


confidence with which we hear the doc- 


trines of Chr? or of Confucius, the law 
of Moſes, or of Mahomet, the Bible, the 
Koran, nor the Shafſter, maintained,” or 
anathematized, taught, or abjured, O-- 
vered, or derided, according as we live 
. | on 


OC —— CE Ree | as 
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on this, or on that ſide of a river; keep 
within or ſtep over the boundaries of a 
ſlate; or even in the fame country, 
and by the ſame people; ſo often as 
the event of a battle, or the ifſue of a 
_ negotiation delivers them to the dominion 
of a new maſter — points, I ſay, of this 
ſort, are exhibited to the public attention 
as ſo many arguments againſt the truth 
of the Chriſtian religion — and with ſuc-_ 
ceſs. For. theſe topics, being brought 
together, and ſet off with ſome aggra- 
vation of circumſtances, and a vivacity 
of ſtyle and deſcription, familiar enough 
to the writings and converſation of free- 
thinkers, in ſenſibly lead the imagination 
into a habit of claſing Chri/tzanity with 
the deluſions that have taken poſſeſſion 
by turns, of the public belief; and of 
regarding it as what the ſcoffers of our 
faith repreſent it to be, the ſuperſtition 
of a day, But is this to deal honeſtly 
by the ſubject or with the world? May 
not the ſame things be faid, may not 
the ſame P_ be excited, by theſe. 
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repreſentations, whether Chriſtianity be 


true or falſe, or by whatever proofs its 
trath be atteſted ? May not trath, as 
well as falſehood, be taken upon credit? 
May not a religion be founded upon 
evidence acceſhible, and fatisfatory to 
every mind competent to the enquiry, 
which yet, by the greateſt part of its 
profefiors, is received upon authority ? 


But if the matter of theſe objections 


be reprehenſible as calculated to produce 


an effe& upon the reader, beyond what 
their real weight and place in the argu- 
ment deſerve, {till more ſhall we diſcover 
of management and difingenuouſneſs in 
the form under which they are diſperſed 
among the public. Infidelity is ſerved 
up in every ſhape that is likely to al- 
lure, ſurpriſe, or beguile the imagination ; ; 
in a fable, a a tale, a novel, a poem ;— 

in interſperſed and broken hints — remote 
and oblique ſurmiſes — in books of tra- 
vels, of philoſophy, of natural hiſtory — 


m a word, in any form rather than the 


ri 'ght 
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right one, that of a profeſſed and regular © 
diſquiſition. And becauſe the coarſe buf- 
' foonery and broad laugh of the old and 
rude adverſaries of the true faith would 
offend the taſte, perhaps, rather than the 
virtue of this cultivated age, a graver 
irony, a more delicate banter, is ſubſtitu- 
ted in their place. An eloquent Hiſtorian, 
beſide his more dire, and therefore 
fairer attacks on the credibility of the 
Evangelic Hiſtory, has contrived to weave 
into his narrative one continued ſneer upon 
| the cauſe of Chriſtianity, and the writings 
and characters of its ancient patrons. The 
knowledge which this author poſleſſes of the 
frame and condudt of the human mind, muſt 
have led him to obſerve, that ſuch attacks 
do their execution without enquiry, Who 
can confute a ſneer ? Who can compute 
the number, much leſs, one by one, 
ſcrutinize the juſtice of thoſe diſparaging 
infinuations, which croud the pages of 
this elaborate hiſtory? What reader ſuſ- 
pends his curioſity, or calls off his atten- 
tion from the principal narrative, to exa- 
- E mine 
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mine references, to ſearch into.the founda- 


tion, or to weigh the reaſon, propriety, and 
force of every tranſient ſarcaſm, and fy 


alluſion, by which the Chriſtian teſtimony 


13s depreciated and traduced ? and by which 
nevertheleſs he may find his __ unſct- 


 tled and perplexed, \ 


vhs But the enemies of Chriſtianity have 
alſo purſued cher with poiſoned arrows. 
Obſcenity itſelf is made the vehicle of 


Infidelity. The awful dodtrines, if we 


be not permitted. to call them the facred 
truths, of our religion, <p together with all 
the adjunQs and appendages of its wor- 
ſhip, and external profeſſion, are impu- 
dently profaned by an unnatural con- 
jun&ion with impure and laſcivious ima- 
ges. The fondneſs for ridicule is almoſt 


univerſal ; and ridicule, to many minds, 


is never {o irreſiſtible, as when heightened 
by obſcenity, and employed. upon religion. 
But in proportion as theſe noxious prin- 
ciples take hold of the imagination, they 


infatuate the judgment ; ; for trains of 


ludicrous 
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1 udicrous and unchaſte aſſociations adhering 
.to every ſentiment and mention ,of reli- 
gion, renders the mind indiſpoſed to re- 
ceive either conviction from its evidency, 
.or unprefſions from its authority. And 
this effe&t being exerted upon the ſenfi- 
tive part of oup frame, is altogether in- 
dependent of argument, proof, or reaſon ; 
. and as formidable to a true religion as 
to a falſe one; to a well-grounded faith, 
as to a chimerical mythology, or fabulous 
tradition. Neither, let it be obſerved, is 
_ the crime, - or danger leſs, becauſe impure 
ideas are exhibited under a yell, in count, 
or chaſtiſed language, 


= Seriouſneſs i is not conſtraint of thought, 
' Nor is levity freedom. Every mind, which 
_. wiſhes the advancement of truth and 
| knowledge in the moſt important of all 
| human reſearches, muſt abhor this licen- 
_ tiouſneſs, as violating no leſs the laws 
_ of reaſoning, than the- rights of decency. 
There js but ane deſcription of men, to 
whoſe principles it ought. to he tolerable, _ 
vs Ez I mean, 
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T mean, that claſs of reaſoners, who can 


ſee /ittle in Chriſtianity even ſuppoſing 
it to be true. To ſuch adverſaries we 
4ddreſs this refleftion— Had Feſus Chriſt 
delivered no other declaration than the 
following, —** The hour is coming, in 


the which all that are in the graves ſhall 


hear his voice, - and ſhall - come forth ; 


they that have done pood, unto the 
_Teſurreftion of life ; and ' they that have 


done evil, unto the reſurre&tion of 'damna- 
tion ;” — he had pronounced a meſſage of 


ineſtimable importance, and” well deſerv- 
ing that ſplendid apparatus of prophecy 


and miracles, with which his miffion was 
introduced and atteſted — a meſſage, in 


-which the wiſeſt of mankind would re- 


Joice to find an anſwer to their doubts, 
and reft to their enquiries. It is idle to 
fay, that a future ſtate had been diſ- 


covered already. — It had been diſcover- 
_ ed, as the Copernican ſyſtem was —It was 
one gueſs among many. ' He alone dif- 
covers, who proves; no man can prove 


this point, but the teacher, who teſtifies 
is by 
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by miracles, that his deftrine comes from 
Goes: 7s, IRON __. TEN 


Another * Writer of diſtinguiſhed abi- 
lities, has alſo given us, as underneath, a 
Portrait of our Hiſtorian; and excepting his 
own opinion reſpefting the motives which 
urged him to attack Chriſtianity, I know 
of nothing more curious and extraordinary 
than the charafter he has drawn. I leave 
to abler judges than myſelf to account 
for the opinion, and (what ſeems equally 
difficult) to reconcile it with the character. 


« An impartial judge, I think, muſt 
allow Mr. G.'s hiſtory is one of the 
ableſt performances of its kind that has 
ever appeared. His induſtry is indefati- 
gable, his accuracy ſcrupulous ; his read- 
ing, which indeed is ſometimes oftentati- 
ouſly diſplayed, immenſe; his attention 
_ always awake z his memory retentive ; his 
ſtyle emphatic and expreſlive ; his periods 
harmonious, His reflexions are often juſt 

E4 _ and 


* Mr. Porſon, in the Preface of his Anſwer to Archd, Travis, 
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afid profound. He pleads eloquently for 


the rights of mankind, and the duty of 
toleration : nor does his humanity ever 
ſlumber, unleſs when Virgins are raviſhed, ' 
of the Chriſtians are perſecuted. Mr. G. 
ſhews, it is true, ſo ſtrong a diſlike to 
Chriſtianity, as viſibly diſqualifies him for 


 thit ſociety, of which he has created Am- 


miatins Mateellinus preſident. I confeſs 


| that I ſee: nothing wrong in Mr. G.'s at- 


tack on Chriſtianity, It proceeded, I 
doubt not, from the * pureſt and moſt 
: virtuous 


Ba + When we conſider to what a degree the human under. 
ſtanding may be perverted by paſſion or prejudice, we may 
conceive it poſlible, that ſome men ſhould be as ſincere in 
the: diſbchef ' of Chriſtianity as others are inſincere in the 
profeſon of it. As we cannot ſee into the hearts of others, 
our judgments concerning their motives, if undeclared, can, 


only be formed from the nature of their ations, and the. 


circumſtances with which they are attended. But theſe, 
when taken together, may be equivalent to a declaration ;. 
and, in the preſent caſe, are too clear to be miſtaken. So 
that, although the merely attacking Chriſtianity ſhould be 
no proof of impure motives, yet the attacking it as Mr. G 

has done, 1s the ſtrongeſt poſhble. For, had his citing 
been honeſt, his manner would have been tatally different, 


- * Doubts and Objections jultly ſlated, and candidly propoſed, 


will 
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virtuous motive. We can-only blame him 
for carrying on the attack in an inſidious 
manner, and with-improper weapons. He - 
often makes, when he cannot readily 
find, an occaſion to inſult our religion, 
- which he hates fo cordially, that he might 
ſeem to revenge ſome perſonal injury. Such 
'is his eagerneſs in the cauſe, that he 
| ſtoops to the moſt deſpicable pun, * or to 
the moſt awkward perverſion of language, 
for the pleaſure of turning the Scripture 
into ribaldry, or of calling Jeſus an 
impoſtor. 


« Though his ſtile is in general corre& 
and elegant, he ſometimes * draws the 
thread of his verboſity finer than the 
ſtaple of his + argument.” In endea- 
vouring to avoid vulgar terms, he too 

E 4 frequently 


will never offend any - rational believer. The obje&t of 
them is ſatisfaftory information, So far from diſcrediting 
the faith, by trying the ſolidity, they ſet the truth, of it in 
a ſtronger light. But this is not the buſineſs of its enemies ; 
and therefore Mr. G. tho' not prompted by pure motives, 
yet atted, at leaſt, with a perfect conſiitency. 


* Chap, 59. Note 32, 
+ Love's labour loſt, 


Pw an PUP T9 Oe Rr 4 YEAR; Te FR ROI RR I 


frequently dignifies . trifles; ahd 1 clothes 
common thoughts .in a ſplendid. dreſs, 
that would be.rich enough for. the no- 


| bleſt ideas. In ſhort, we are too often 


reminded of © that great man Mr. Prig, 
the * Auctioneer, whoſe manner was 
ſo inimitably fine, that he had as much 


to fay upon a ribbon, as a Raphael,” 


 « Sometimes, in his anxiety to vary his 
phraſe he becomes obſcure; and inſtead 
of calling perſonages by their | names, 
defines . them by their, birth, , alliance, 
office, or other circumſtances of their 
hiſtory. Thus, an honeſt gentleman is 
often. deſcribed by a circumlocution, Jeſt 
the ſame word ſhould be twice repeated 
in the ſame page. Sometimes epithets 
are added, which the tenour of the ſen- 


_ tence renders unneceſſary. Sometimes, in 


his attempts at elegance, he loſes ſight 
of Engliſh, and ſometimes of ſenſe. 


«A leſs pardonable fault is that rage. 


for indecency, which pervades the whole 


# Foote's Minor, 
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work, but eſpecially the laſt volume. And, 


to the honour of his conſiſtency, this is 


the ſame man, who is fo prudiſh, that 
he dares not call Belifarins a Cuckold, 
| becauſe it is too bad a word for a decent 
| hiſtorian. to uſe. If the hiſtory were 
anonymous, I ſhould gueſs, - that theſe 


diſgraceful obſcenities were written by 


_ lome ©& Debauchee, who having, from 
age, or accident, or exceſs, ſurvived the 
praftice of luſt, ſtill indulged himſelf in 
the luxury of ſpeculation; and expoſed 
the impotent imbecillity, after he had 
loſt the vigour, of the paſſions.” * 


« But theſe few faults make no conſider- 


able abatement in my general eſteem. 
Notwithſtanding all its particular defefts, 


I greatly admire the whole ; as I ſhould 


admire a beautiful face in the author, 
tho' it were tarniſhed with a few freck- 
les; or as I ſhould admire an elegant 
perſon and addreſs, though they were 
blemiſhed with a little affeQation. 


® Junius, 


« Yet, 
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. « Yet, to' fay the truth, I have one 
cenſure in reſerve. A cafidid acknow- 


ledgment of error does not ſeem to be_ 


one of Mr. G,'s ſhining virtues. He 
promiſed, (if I underſtand' him rightly) 
that in a future edition' he would ex- 
punge the words — « of Armenia” *— or 
make an equivalent alteration. A new 


edition has appeared; but I have looked 


in vain to find a corre&ion of that 
paſſage. I am almoſt perſuaded, that 


the miſrepreſentation of Gennadius was 


not wilful ; but that Mr. G. tranſcribing 
the Greek from the margin of Petavius, 


_ wrote by miſtake, CRE for aiSouyro:. 


This error has now been fo long pub- 

liſhed, that it is ſcarcely poflible to ſup- 

poſe him ignorant of the + charge. He 
® Vindication, P. 75s Chap. 15. near Note 178, 

+ We may form ſome judgment of Mr. G.'s regard to 


_ truth from this remarkable anecdote related by ſo candid 


an Examiner ; from 'the attack of Mr, Davis on this very 


| Article ; and from the following paragraph of the learned 


Meuſelius in his Bibliotheca hiſtorica, deſcribing the Cha- 
rater of Mr, G.'s work — Enatum ind: monumentum zre 
perennius, licet paſ/im appareant quzedam minds perfefta, 


finiftre 
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has had an opportunity of confeſſing and. 
correfting the miſtake. Yet {till it keeps 
its place in the oftayo. edition.” | 


It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 
neither of the writers juſt quoted was 
among the antagoniſts of Mr. G. Their 
mention of him and his works was 
incidental only; but yet ſo full and 
particular, that nothing can better de- 
ſerve the attention of thoſe, who wiſh to 
acquire a juſt and complete idea of fo. 
ſingular a charafter. | 


Even from early youth there appeared 
in Mr. G. a ſtrong propenſity to figure 
as a Writer: and as religion is uſually 

_ eſteemed the moſt important of all ſub- 
jects, the thought which moſt fell in 
with his proud pretenſions to freedom 
and philoſophy, was that of diſtinguiſh= 
ing himſelf as one of the moſt formid- 

able, 


finiftr> difta, & veritati non ſatis confentanea : one of which 
expreflions intimates ſomething worſe than mere want of 
veracity ; probably, a wilſul miſrepreſentation of fafts, with 
a View, as in the preſent caſe, to injure charaQters, 


"Y 
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able among its oppoſers. This wretched 
diſtin&tion he certainly attained. With 
out the power of detrafting one grain 
from the immenſe weight of evidence 
for its truth, he had the art of leſſening 
Its influence and authority by modes of 
deception, which he greatly improved, if 
he did not invent them. 


The old Jewiſh and Heathen' oppoſers 
of the Goſpel were far more excuſable 
than he, becauſe zheir ſyſtem muſt fall, 
if the new. one proſpered; and becauſe 
| their hoſtility was open and manly, ingenu- 
ous and avowed. In attacking Chriſtianity 
they only defended the religion of their 
fore-fathers. He firft deſerted the faith, — 
the reformed faith, he had folemnly * 
5s ® «& The various Articles of the Romiſh Creed diſappeared 
Tike a dream, and after a full conviction, on Chriſtmas day 
1754, I received the Sacrament in the Church of Lauſanne.” 
And immediately gfter, to mark the grace of | Memoirs, 
P- 58.) his recent Converſion, he adds, © It was here that 
I ſuſpended my religious enquiries, acquieſcing with im- 
plicit belief in the tenets and myſteries, which are adopted 


by the general conſent of Catholics and Proteftants.” In 
the words of Mr. Paley, %* Who cau confute a Snger ?” 


LORD SHEFFIELD. /.= OH 


profeſſed : and then affaulted it with a 
degree. of baſeneſs and treachery, never 
yet equalled by any of its foes. His am- 
bition was to ſhine: and ſhine he will—_ 
| but with a light like that, which illumined 
Hell — with the double ſplendor of an 
Apoſtate, and Afaſſin! Whatever were 
his notions. as to a * future ſtate, his 
fuminum bonum. was, an immortality of 

fame. His learning and ingenuity enti- 
| tled him to admiration: and had his won- 
derful induſtry and ardour to excel, been 

rightly directed ; had truth been his ob- 
Jet, and modeſty his guide; few writers, 
on the whole, would have ſurpaſſed him. 
By the uſefulneſs of his works he might 
have enſured to himſelf a fame far more 
valuable than that he aſpired to — by 
contributing to inſtruct and enlighten the 
preſent and future generations, inſtead of 


leaguing with unprincipled men to ſeduce 
and delude them, 


We are naturally curious to know the 
opinions which men of genius entertain 
os colt 

* Sce his Letter to Lord S. on the death of Lady $,—V.1. p. 279. 
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concerning each other, but mulſt not for 2 


get how far their opinion may- be. influ- 


enced by paſſion, or ,prepoſſeſion. When 
we conlider the deſign of Biſhop War- 
burton's great work, and the Addreſs of 


its ſpirited Dedication, we 'cannot wonder 


it ſhould provoke Mr. G.'s ſpleen. With 


the air of a Prophet, and authority of 
2 judge, he pronounces its doom. - 4 It 


js a monument already crumbling - into 


_ duſt of the vigour and weakneſs of the 
Human intellect.” And what ſhall we ſay 
_ of his own produ&tions ? —When we con 
fider their principal tendency, and proba- 


ble effects, whatever their fortune may 
be, one of the things, which You, my 
Lord, and every friend of mankind ought 
molt to wiſh is, that they may ſpeedily 
periſh.! But alas! this is not the uſual 
fate of noxious things: he has left the 
world a laſting memorial of uiMsELF: 
ſo long as any regard for virtue, any re- 
verence for true religion ſhall remain — 
HE will ſtand forth a melancholy monu. 


ment of miſapplied talents, and miſchicy- 


_ ..ous endowments. by 


I cane 
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I cannot but indulge a hope, that 


this Letter, inſignificant as it may be 
in any other view, will contribute 


ſomething towards the fuller accom- 


_ pliſhment of your Lordſhip's purpoſe, by 
aſſiſting the Public in forming a juſt opi- 


nion of the talents and diſpoſition, the 


ſtudies and attainments of ſo extraordinary 
a man. * Indeed, I am almoſt perſuaded, 
that if your . Lordſhip had been wholly 
unconnected with him, and had till con- 


deſcended to publiſh the Memoirs, they 
would have been accompanied with ſuita- 
ble reflexions. But what the tenderneſs 
of a friend would not permit, another 


perſon might think it a duty to perform. 


I have the honour to be, with all due 


reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


* See Preface to the Memoirs, p. 5+ 
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